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Stumbling around in the dark
A couple of Sundays ago, November 9, Robbie greeted me with, “We should have 25 hours in every day!” It was the Sunday we switched from Daylight Savings Time to Standard Time, so we all
had an extra hour that morning—and yes, Robbie, you’re right! That extra hour once a year is wonderful. I love gaining that hour, but it comes with a price—when we drop Daylight Savings Time,
the night comes so much earlier and that takes some adjustment. I much prefer the lengthening
daylight hours of June to the longer nights of December.
The longest night of the year is usually around December 23, and humankind has always looked for
ways to brighten that long darkness. We don’t know exactly when Jesus was actually born—his
birth was, after all, noted only by some shepherds out in a field, three strangers from the East, and
a king who wanted to get rid of him anyway. The early church may have chosen to celebrate his
birthday on December 25 because there was already an occasion around that time to mark the
longest night. But—whenever it was that Jesus was really born, this time of year, when the darkness is lengthening, seems to me to be a very fitting time to mark the reality that God came to walk
among us as a real flesh-and-blood human being.
I don’t like the darkness, but I have to admit that there are some things that I only take note of when
I’m fumbling around looking for the light switch. Being in the dark is a kind of reality check—we
have to stop and pay better attention to what’s around us because what’s there isn’t obvious at first.
Being in the dark makes us step a bit more carefully, and makes us reach out for something solid to
hold on to. Being in the dark makes us aware that we can’t always rely our own eyes and need to
wait for our vision to adjust so that we can note the small things around us What better time to celebrate the Light of God coming into the world than when we are in the darkest part of the year? By
paying attention in the dark, we may find that there is more around us than we had thought and that
it’s important to pay attention to what seems hidden. Stumbling around in the dark we might reach
out for something stronger than ourselves to hold on to, that we wouldn’t have thought to seek in
the light of day.
We who still observe Christmas as an event that defines our faith fret a lot about losing the “Christ”
in “Christmas,” but maybe having Jesus become hidden in all the hoopla is a blessing in disguise—
if Jesus isn’t obvious in the holiday that the world has made of Christmas, maybe we’ll have to stop
and look beyond the artificial lights that the world puts up earlier and earlier and take note that we
really are in the dark. When we do that we might just reach out for something solid and stronger
than ourselves. We might just come to see that we can’t always rely on our own eyes and maybe
we’ll wait for what’s important to become clear, just as we always do when we’re making our way
through the dark. Maybe we’ll find a single small Light who brought God’s presence to us in a dimly
-lit barn to fumbling young parents who were themselves trying to figure out what this baby boy
would bring to their lives and to the world. Maybe we’ll come to see Jesus who came so quietly
and so inconspicuously that we’re not really even sure of his birthday.
(continued)
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I have a dear aunt who is now in her 90s and understands that her sight, along with a lot of other
capacities, is failing. She has repeatedly told me that her favorite day of the year is December 23,
because even though it’s tough when the darkness is so lengthy, that day is when she knows she
can count on the light returning and she’ll be able to see better. She doesn’t profess any faith, but I
think that’s about as good a statement of faith as I’ve ever heard. Whatever darkness surrounds
us, we can count on the light coming. The light shines in the darkness and the darkness has not
overcome it, even when we’re stumbling in the dark.
Blessings to you in this season of Light,
Pastor Susan

CHOIR PERFORMANCE AND REHEARSAL SCHEDULE
Performances

Dec.
7
Dec. 24
Feb.
1
Mar.
1
Mar. 29
Apr.
5
May 31

Advent
Christmas Eve
Epiphany
Lent
Palm Sunday
Easter
Trinity

The choir always welcomes new voices!
If you are interested, simply show up at a rehearsal.
Rehearsal Sundays
8:45—9:45
Dec. 7
Jan. 4
Feb. 1
Mar. 1
Apr. 5
May 3

Rehearsal Sundays
9:45—10:35
Dec. 14, 21
Jan. 18, 25
Feb. 15, 22
Mar. 8, 15, 22
May 10, 17

Wed. 7:00
(Tentative)
Dec. 17
Jan. 28
Feb. 25
Mar. 25
Apr.
1
May 27

**************************************
Again this Advent season, we will be providing food parcels for our shut-ins. Del Monte-type
fruit cups, Jello or pudding snack packs, and applesauce packs can be dropped off at the church
kitchen now through December 7. The parcels will be distributed during the week of the 14 th. You
may contact Diana Hoover for further information at 301-447-2140.
Old cards will be collected to be sent to St. Jude’s Ranch for Children. The children recycle them.
Please: no Hallmark, American Greetings, or Disney cards. Drop the cards off in the kitchen anytime. Thank you.
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TIS THE SEASON AT ST. JOHN’S!
The four Sundays of Advent begin November 30. Come each morning Sunday at 8:30 or 10:45
to light the candles and prepare for Jesus’ birth (ONE service December 7, with potluck luncheon
afterwards).
Advent Healing service with Holden Evening Prayer on Wednesday, December 3 at 7:00 p.m.
A Preschool “Wiggler Worship” Chapel service for all preschoolers and their families is
scheduled for Thursday, December 18 at 10:00 a.m.
Christmas Eve family worship with pageant 7:00 p.m. and Candlelight service at 10:00 p.m.

December 28: ONE service at 10:45, “ Hymn Sing”— come with requests for all your favorite
Christmas carols.
January 4: We wrap up the season with the celebration of Epiphany. ONE service at 10:45
followed by potluck luncheon (bring all your holiday leftovers!).
**********************************
Bible on Tap: Thursday, December 5, 7:00 p.m. at the Shamrock pub. We continue our study of
Revelation. Even if you haven’t been part of the discussion before, you can join at any time—just
bring your Bible and pull up a chair! Please note: the next Bible on Tap will be February 5.

Church invitations. Walking into a new church by yourself can be a bit scary. Let’s make it easy
for friends and neighbors who have no faith community to worship at St. John’s by personally inviting them and offering to meet them here. During Advent, we will be handing out invitation cards for
you to give your friends and neighbors to invite them to worship with you this Christmas season at
St. John’s.
House Blessings: Epiphany has been the traditional season for house blessings since the beginning of the church. Beginning the year with a blessing on your home is a great way to start 2015!
Contact Pastor Susan to set up a time.
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 2015. Each year, Christians all over the world pray and
worship together using a worship service designed by the Graymoor Institute, a ministry of the Franciscan Friars of the Atonement. Last year we had a wonderful, Spirit-filled worship as Christians
from all different churches in the community and beyond worshiped together—so we are going to do
it again! This year’s worship service will be Saturday, January 17 (snow date January 24), 11:00 at
Graceham Moravian Church. A pick-up choir will rehearse at 9:45 and sing during the service. The
preacher will be Rev. Kenneth Powell, Lutheran pastor and mission developer. Rev. Powell is a
second-career pastor who is also a veteran who has seen active duty. A soup luncheon will be
served after the service. Powerful things happen when Christians pray and worship together—just
ask anyone who was there last year!
Chili Dinner for the Food Bank: The Social Ministry Team, along with the congregation, is hosting
a chili, cornbread and mac and cheese dinner for the Food Bank clients on Tuesday, December 9,
during Food Bank hours, 5:30-7:00. We have some wonderful chili cooks here at St. John’s—
please let Pastor Susan know if you can bring chili to warm the hearts and fill the hunger of those in
need in our community.
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HOLIDAY CONFUSION
(from the column entitled From Olives to Apples)
by Ann Marie Bezayiff
I think this was the first year where Christmas ads preceded Halloween. Actually
the merchandise began rolling out even earlier, just after the beginning of the school
year. I was working on a project in late-August and needed crayons, pencils, and felt
pens, but everything was gone. Even school supply sales had ended. Instead unopened boxes of Halloween and Thanksgiving items littered the aisles alongside empty
shelves where supplies had been displayed just days before. I did find Christmas stickers on display next to an assortment of Christmas craft kits.
Why not go with the flow? So I bought a bag of my favorite candy, knowing that
it would never make it to Halloween (the candy companies understand this compulsive
behavior). Once home I dug around the Christmas boxes for my blue-silver reindeer
and matching sleigh display. I filled the sleigh with Halloween candy rather than with
the traditional blue, white and silver balls and placed it on the entry table. I pulled out
my waist-high Santa and placed my witch hat over his white-tipped red one. I was on a
roll. This was too much fun. So I found the plastic gingerbread house and added a
fence of ghost lollipops and placed a ceramic turkey on the rooftop. I decided to put off
baking the pumpkin pie until Christmas. I always thought it a better fit for Christmas
dinner anyway. Now I didn’t have to wait until Thanksgiving to make my favorite stuffing. Halloween dinner would present the perfect opportunity. Pumpkin carvings could
continue until Thanksgiving or even later, maybe even into New Year’s. Just substitute
carvings of turkeys, Christmas candles and/or 2015 for scary jack-o-lantern faces. I
never have enough time to carve pumpkins before Halloween anyway.
I bought a few gifts and wrapped them with some leftover “Happy Birthday” paper and red and green ribbon from last Christmas. Keep them guessing: are they birthday or Christmas gifts? I decided to leave Christmas cookies until after Thanksgiving.
Some things aren’t meant to be changed. That included the nativity scene. I found my
favorite one while digging through boxes of tree ornaments and decided to display it
before Halloween. Once set up, I added a couple of pilgrims and Native Americans to
the back of the manger. I left them, giving thanks for a few days, but decided to move
them to the fireplace mantel with the jack-o-lanterns.
For now, the nativity scene of barnyard animals, angels, and humans is neatly
arranged in a semi-circle around the baby Jesus. Each time I pass this grouping, I take
a few seconds to meditate and reflect upon the miracle of the birth of Jesus. Celebrating the birth of Jesus in October might add some holiday confusion for some people,
but most of us know that Jesus is the reason we celebrate Christmas in the first place.
Do we need to restrict the story to a specific time of the year? No, of course not. The
significance of Christ’s birth lasts all year long. Maybe this early start of the Christmas
season is an opportunity to share the meaning of the birth of Jesus outside the month
of December.

(continued)
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The message of God’s love for humanity certainly goes beyond the winter celebration. God’s amazing love for us manifests itself in the birth, life, death and resurrection of his son, Jesus. He sacrificed his son so that our faults, hurtful discretions and
self-centered actions are forgiven. The story of such love flows endlessly, through seasons and holidays.
.
John 3:16 (No matter which interpretation you like, the message is the same,
clear and without confusion):
For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in
him shall not perish but have eternal life. New International Translation
For God loved the world so much that he gave his one and only Son, so that everyone
who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life. New Living Translation
For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him
should not perish but have eternal life. English Standard Version
For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes
in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life. New American Standard Bible
For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. King James Bible

*Note: Since Valentine’s Day merchandise will probably follow a few days after Christmas, I’m thinking of adding several strings of paper hearts to my Christmas tree. Perhaps some Valentine snowflakes? Then I won’t have to put anything away until after
Valentine’s Day.

FIRST SUNDAY OF THE MONTH FELLOWSHIP PROVIDERS’ SCHEDULE
JANUARY: Thurmont Thespians
FEBRUARY: Social Ministry
MARCH: Worship & Music
APRIL: Neighborhood Niche
MAY: Evangelism
JUNE: Fellowship
JULY: Women of the Church
AUGUST: Fundraising
SEPTEMBER: (Picnic)
OCTOBER: Youth/Sunday School
NOVEMBER: St. John’s Preschool
DECEMBER: Church Council
The provider of the month will bring the main dish
(sandwiches or whatever dish desired).

The Thurmont Thespians will be holding auditions for Meshuggah-Nuns on
January 4th and 5th at 6:00 p.m. Looking for the Little Sisters of Hoboken and a
male to play Tevye.
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NEXT COUNCIL MEETINGS: December 11, 2014 and January 8, 2015
Council Highlights — November 13, 2014
Old Business:
a) There was discussion about increases or decreases to line items on the budget to include dicussion about parsonage monies.
b) Nominations ongoing: Nominating Committee, Synod delegates, and Council seats – discussed
report presented.
c) Parsonage update by John Brown: renters to be moving in soon; amounts spent to clean and
renovate parsonage; monies still owed and decision to pay and provide new renters with half a
tank of oil when they arrive. Discussion about duties and expectations of the rental agent to act
diligently in regards to the rental contract in place with the new renters. Pastor stated the need
for the rental agency’s responsibility to be very clear about the contract.
New Business:
a) Annual Congregational meeting is on 11/23. On the agenda: Elections and Adoption of the
Budget
b) Discussion of endowments
c) Setting of January Congregational meeting — 1/18 with a snow date of 1/25.
d) John shared an unopened envelope with Council – it held a Building Fund donation for $5,000 in
memory of Madeline Jean Myers. To be paid on the principal of the Building Fund. The
amount is lowering down to approximately $89,000.
e) Issue of using a payroll service discussed.
f) Discussion regarding offering childcare at 8:30 a.m. service
Respectfully submitted,
Carol Donovan, Secretary

Looking back to some
Preschool fun!!!

PRESCHOOL NEWS

The Preschool Christmas program is scheduled for Sunday, December 14. The three-yearold classes will perform at 1:00 p.m. and the four-year-olds at 2:30. As always, Santa will visit with
the children after each program and will have a small gift for each child. Refreshments will be
served by the members of the Preschool Board. Christmas break begins on Wednesday, December 24. School will resume on Monday, January 5. The next Preschool Board meeting will be held
on Monday, January 12, at 7:00 p.m.
There will be a “Wiggler Worship” service on Thursday, December 18 at 10:00-10:30 a.m. in
the Sanctuary, followed by birthday cake for Jesus in the Fellowship Hall.

6

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS
ST. JOHN’S MEMBERS
Marie Seiss
Janet Heckert

Luke Bradley
Dorothy Stowell

Jane Tresselt

FAMILY & FRIENDS
Dale Wireman—friend of Debbie Ayers
Roy Stonesifer—family of Jen Wathen
Larry Haga—family of Becky Smith
Jeremy Hahn
Kevin Orndorff—son-in-law of Debbie Ayers
Michele Myers—niece of Harriet Valentine
Rick Baker—brother of Darlene Fogle and Debbie Ayers
Kelly Heath—daughter of Belle Grimes
Jesse Wolf—son of Belle Grimes
Jacob and Edna Matthias—parents of Belle Grimes
Rev. Frederick Simmel—former Pastor of St. John’s
Martin Bishop—son of Ted & Barbara Bishop, English friends of Carolyn Fraley
Ethel Brauer—friend of Carolyn Fraley
IN SERVICE TO OUR COUNTRY
Dylan Goins
Josh Waldron
******************************

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Tracey Bradley
Ken Angleberger
Kate Donaghue
Douglas Favorite
Janet Heckert
Tyler Hauk
Jack Hobb-Myers
Betsy Miller
Kelli Donaghue
Robert Myers
Kyle Mueller
Sam Royer III
Kevin Lewis

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS

12/02
12/07
12/07
12/09
12/11
12/13
12/14
12/17
12/19
12/19
12/20
12/22
12/26

Teresa Unger
Angela Fox
Bill Zentz
Gary Mathias
Nena Miller
Olivia Dart
Miriam Dart
Jeanie Fox
Ross Smith, Jr.
Connie Fox
Carol Hobbs
Jonathan Pfister
Bill Stottlemyer
Randy Spahr
Tom Weaver
Jean Zentz
Christine Kreitz
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1/5
1/11
1/12
1/13
1/13
1/17
1/19
1/19
1/23
1/24
1/24
1/25
1/25
1/26
1/26
1/27
1/29

December 2014
TRADITIONAL SERVICE
DATE

SERVICE

ASS’T. MINISTER LECTOR

WELCOMERS

ALTAR

12/7/14

10:45 a.m.

ONE SERVICE — Sing & Rejoice at 10:45 a.m.

12/14/14

8:30 a.m.

L. Riffle

J. Ford

H. & R. Valentine

G. Spahr

12/21/14

8:30 a.m.

S. Dart

L. Riffle

B. & J. Urian

G. Spahr

12/24/14

10:00 p.m.
Candlelight

J. Ford

C. Fraley

J. & D. Hoover

G. Spahr

12/28/14

10:45 a.m.
Hymn Sing

B. Riffle

G. Spahr

Dart Family

G. Spahr

SING & REJOICE SERVICE
DATE

SERVICE

LECTOR

ACOLYTE

WELCOMERS

PRAYER

12/7/14

10:45 a.m.

J. Muegge

R. Johnson

C. & J. Muegge

B. Watson

12/14/14

10:45 a.m.

J. Hobbs-Myers M. Donaghue

S. Getz
R. Johnson

K. Johnson

12/21/14

10:45 a.m.

R. Johnson

T. & A. Mumm

C. Kreitz

12/28/14

10:45 a.m.

ONE SERVICE — “Hymn Sing” at 10:45 a.m.

S. Getz

**Please Note **
If you cannot be present on the assigned date,
be sure to trade with another assistant. Thank you!
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Januaury 2015
TRADITIONAL SERVICE
DATE

SERVICE

ASS’T. MINISTER LECTOR

WELCOMERS

ALTAR

1/4/15

10:45 a.m.

L. Riffle

J. Ford

J. & C. Ford

L. Riffle

1/11/15

8:30 a.m.

K. Muegge

L. Riffle

L. & N. Riffle

L. Riffle

1/18/15

8:30 a.m.

S. Brown-Hobbs B. Grimes

D. & D. Valentine

L. Riffle

1/25/15

8:30 a.m.

S. Dart

H. & R. Valentine

L. Riffle

M. Skillinger

SING & REJOICE SERVICE
DATE

SERVICE

LECTOR

ACOLYTE

WELCOMERS

PRAYER

1/4/15

10:45 a.m.

ONE SERVICE — Traditional at 10:45 a.m.

1/11/15

10:45 a.m.

M. Donaghue

A. Mumm

T. & A. Hauk

G. Spahr

1/18/15

10:45 a.m.

S. Getz

R. Johnson

C. Fox
M.L. Royer

M. B. Johnson

1/25/15

10:45 a.m.

B. Riffle

M. Donaghue

S. Getz
R. Johnson

K. Donaghue

**Please Note **
If you cannot be present on the assigned date,
be sure to trade with another assistant. Thank you!
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DECEMBER 2014
Sunday

Monday
1

Tuesday
2

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

3

4

5

7:00 Advent
Healing Service

7:00 Bible on
Tap - Shamrock

3 Food Bank

10

11

12

7:00 Church
Council

3 Food Bank

18

19

10:00 a.m.
Preschool
“Wiggler Worship” Chapel
Service

3 Food Bank

25

26

Saturday
6

6 Food Bank

7
9:40 Sunday
School
10:45 a.m.
ONE SERVICE
SING AND
REJOICE

8

14
8:30 Trad Worship
9:40 Sunday
School
10:45 Sing & Rejoice

15

1:00 & 2:30 Preschool Christmas
Programs
21
8:30 Trad Worship
9:40 Sunday
School
10:45 Sing & Rejoice

28
9:40 Sunday
School
10:45 a.m.
ONE SERVICE
“ HYMN SING”

9

5:30-7:00
Food Bank
with Chili
Dinner

16

17

6 Food Bank

22

29

23

24

6 Food Bank

7 p.m.—
FAMILY SERVICE

30

10 p.m.—
CANDLELIGHT
SERVICE
31

6 Food Bank

10

3 Food Bank

13

20

27

JANUARY 2015
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday
1

Friday
2

Saturday
3

3 Food Bank

4
9:40 Sun School
10:45 a.m.
ONE SERVICE
TRADITIONAL

5

6

7

8

12:00 Worship
& Music

12

18
8:30 Trad Worship
9:40 Sun School
10:45 Sing &
Rejoice

19

13

7:00 Church
Council

14

15

6 Food Bank

20

10

3 Food Bank

6 Food Bank

11
8:30 Trad Worship
9:40 Sun School
10:45 Sing &
Rejoice

9

16

3 Food Bank

21

22

23

17
11:00
“Christian
Unity” Worship
Service at
Graceham
Moravian
24

3 Food Bank
6 Food Bank

Annual Congregational
meeting following lunch

25
8:30 Trad Worship
9:40 Sun School
10:45 Sing &
Rejoice

26

27

28

29

30

3 Food Bank
6 Food Bank

11

31
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IT’S POINSETTIA TIME!!!

All poinsettia orders for the sanctuary at Christmas must be received in the
church office by December 14th.
This year we will display only RED poinsettias.
The price is $6.00 each.
If you wish to put a plant(s) in the sanctuary for Christmas, be sure to fill out
the information below and return it with your payment to the church office
by Sunday, December 14th. Thank you.
*****************************************************************************************************************

Name ________________________________ Phone __________________________________
No. of Plants:______

Price Each: $6.00

Total Amount Enclosed: _________

Given in memory of ___________________________ by________________________________
Given in memory of ___________________________ by________________________________
Given in memory of ___________________________ by________________________________
Given in honor of _____________________________ by________________________________
Given in honor of _____________________________ by________________________________
Given in honor of _____________________________ by________________________________
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Church Office: 301-271-7877
Pastor: Rev. Susan Beck
PastorSusan@saintjohnlutheran.org
(H) 410-442-9946
(M) 410-707-4640
Administrative Assistant: Dede Himes
Email: admin@saintjohnlutheran.org
President: John Brown

Web Site: www.saintjohnlutheran.org
St. John’s Preschool: 301-271-4109
Chairperson: Stacey Brown-Hobbs, 301-271-2390
Registrar: Marie Skillinger
Email: stjpreschl@aol.com

Thurmont Thespians
Beth Watson, 301-416-0864
Email: beth.watson@myactv.net

St. John’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church
15 N. Church Street
Thurmont, MD 21788
“Loved by God … to love others!”
Ministers: The People of St. John’s
Pastor: Rev. Susan Beck
8:30 AM Traditional Worship
9:40 AM Sunday School, all ages
10:45 AM Sing & Rejoice Worship

Please submit articles for the
February 2015 Grapevine by

January 20.
14

