
Living Bricks 
 
Have you ever been in a place where the spirit of God felt especially 
close?  The ancient Celts called these ñthin places,ò where whatever it is 
that separates earth and heaven seems to be so thin that you can feel that 
youôre in the presence of the divine.  We usually associate that sense of 
Godôs presence with a quiet, meditative time, but lately Iôve been noticing 
that a place of great busy-ness can also be a thin place, where Godôs pres-
ence seems so real you can almost touch it.   
 
Thatôs what this church building isða hub of activity where you can see, 
feel, hear and taste Godôs presence!  The past week these walls saw so 
much activity with the brunch, the Food Bank Volunteer dinner, our dear 
Eddieôs funeral and luncheon, the Preschool end-of-year program, along 
with all the usual activityðthe Food Bank, the Preschool, the Thespians, 
Dedeôs tireless work in the office and Darlene and Debbie keeping the 
place clean, many people coming in to help out or to seek help, and of 
course worship and all the people who serve to make it all run smoothly.  
There are occasionally times when there are conflicts of space and time, 
but just as a full calendar is a sign of a life being lived to the fullest, all the 
use this building receives is a sign of Godôs life being lived out in so many 
ways.  
 
God is alive in these walls!  People are coming and going and that makes 
this building much more than brick and mortarðitôs a living thing that is tes-
tifying to a living faith.  Jesus becomes real as food is served, canned 
goods unloaded, children taught, songs sung, bulletins proofread, hugs 
given, floors mopped, tears wiped away, dishes washed and flowers wa-
tered.  None of these activities are mundane when done hereðthey are 
living, breathing, moving expressions of the presence of God here.   
 
The epistle of 1 Peter encourages the church to be like ñliving stonesé 
built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrific-
es acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.ò  Living stonesðor maybe 
since this is a brick building, living bricksðis just what this place is.  What 
happens in these walls is sacred activity and thatôs what makes this place 
so special.  This is a place where God comes alive daily. 
 
Blessings to you as we offer over these ñliving bricksò to Godôs service. 
 
 
Pastor Susan  
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 Worship Schedule 
 

 
 

June 8 through September 7 

8:30 and 10:00 a.m. 

 

 

    1st Sunday of month: 

ONE service at 10:00 w/ lunch  

 

 



 

 
Congratulations to our Confirmands who are affirming their baptism on the 
1st of June :   Miriam Grace Dart, Olivia Nicole Dart, Tyler Christian Hauk, Jack  
David Hobbs-Myers, and Arielle Elizabeth Mumm! 
 
Bible on Tap :  June 5, 7:00 PM, at the Cozy Pub.  All are welcome to join in for 
beverages and lively discussion.  Bring your Bible and a thirst for knowledge!  After 
the June 8th gathering, Bible on Tap will take a break for the summer and start up 
again on September 4. 
 
Quilting Group:  Quilters will again be meeting here at St. Johnôs on Tuesday,  
June 24 at 9:00 a.m.  Please feel free to join in the fun! 
 
Adult Catechumenate to be offered in the Fall 
On June 1, we will be confirming a group of wonderful young people who have 
studied hard and are affirming their faith.  Butðconfirmation classes are not just for 
kids!  The Adult Catechumenate has been a long tradition in the church, dating 
back to New Testament times.  In the early church, it was a period of preparation 
and education in the faith leading to baptism.  While it is geared toward those new 
to the faith, it has also come to be a time of growing and grounding in a faith where 
the person is already baptized and confirmed.  Our Adult Catechumenate classes 
will meet the first Sunday of each month, after the luncheon, for about an hour and 
will cover the same basics as we did in the youth confirmation classes, including 
creeds, prayer, Bible, teachings of Jesus and Lutheran theology.  The classes will 
begin October 5 if there is sufficient interest.  If you are interested, or know a friend, 
neighbor or coworker who would like to learn what Lutheran Christianity is about, 
please contact Pastor Susan by September 1.   
 

CHOIR REHEARSAL AND PERFORMANCE SCHEDULE 
 

Date  Rehearsal  
  or Performance  Time   Repertoire 
           
6/1/14  Rehearsal   9:45 a.m. Send It On Down 
 
6/4/14  Rehearsal * (if necessary) 7:00 p.m. Send It On Down 
 
6/8/14  Performance  8:30 a.m. Send It On Down 
 
6/8/14  Performance  10:00 a.m. Send It On Down 
 
* On the Wednesday night rehearsal, Robbie needs a commitment from partici-
pants on or before the Sunday preceding the rehearsal.  Thank you. 



                              
 

 
New Prayer Kiosk in the Day Entrance 
 
ñWhatôs that for?ò you might be asking the next time you come through 
the day entrance at St. Johnôs.  Directly across from the side door you 
may see a computer screen and keyboard.   Well, itôs actually for 
something rather important  . . . prayer.  ñOh really? . . .  Thatôs a little 
strange.ò    If you said that to yourself you probably will not be alone.  It is strange, different, 
and new but it is really just a new way of facilitating the age-old practice of praying for one 
another.   When we pray for one another we are drawn more closely together, drawn more 
closely as one in Christ, and we can show others our love as we pray for them.  The Out-
reach Team wanted to engage a significant project this year that connected those who come 
through our church with the part of the body of Christ that is St. Johnôs.  The idea was a 
ñprayer requestò kiosk.  Here is how it works: 
 
1.  Someone uses the computer keyboard in the day entrance to enter a prayer request 

 (requests can be anonymous). 
2.  That request is forwarded automatically via e-mail to those who have signed up for a 

 month to be praying for those making requests. 
3. Thatôs it! 

 
The Outreach Team would like to thank the Church Council and Fundraising Team for sup-
porting this project and Brian Getz and Kurt Johnson for their work in getting the kiosk 
ready.  The computer is being configured for this single purpose; it is not for general Internet 
use.  We would encourage you to use the prayer kiosk.  We know that God answers prayer!! 

 
 
 

ðððððððððððððð- 

Appreciation Dinner at Sham-
rock Restaurant for Preschool 
board and staff.  Honored for 
their many years of service 
and dedication to the Pre-
school were Mary Willhide and 
Wilma Fogle. 



 

ST. JOHNôS GRADUATES ð OUR FUTURE  
                     CONGRATULATIONS ! ! ! 

 
Allison Leigh Delauter graduated with highest honors from Catoctin High School 
on May 29, 2014.  She plans to attend the University of Tampa to double major in 
Advertising and Graphic Design.   Ally is the daughter of Cathy and Mike Delauter 
and the granddaughter of Dottie and Don Valentine. 
 
 
 
 
Emily Hobbs graduated with honors also from Catoctin High School.  She is the daughter of Stacey 
Brown-Hobbs and Michael Hobbs and the granddaughter of John Brown.  Emily will be attending 
Stevenson University. 
 
 
 
 

Food Bank Volunteer Appreciation Dinner 
 
On Thursday, May 15, the Social Ministry Team, with great support from the congregation, spon-
sored a Food Bank volunteer appreciation dinner.  The fellowship hall was full of conversation,  
laughter, and good food as we served those who are usually found serving others.  The Thespians 
delighted everyone by performing several songs from Smoke on the Mountain, and each volunteer 
had the opportunity to stand and tell what she/he does for the Food Bank.  Each of these hardwork-
ing folks received well-deserved applause and a pin as a token of our appreciation.   We remem-
bered Eddie Crouse for his service to the Food Bank, and his presence was very much missed.   
These volunteers are a treasure in our community, and we are so honored to have been able to 
show appreciation for what they do.  Many thanks to all in our congregation who baked, served, set 
up and cleaned up, and worked behind the scenes to make this event happenΦ            
 

 
 
 
 

 Our intrepid kitchen crew! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Enjoying the Thespians as they perform 
                   



 

CROSSVILLE 
by Ann Marie Bezayiff 

   
 
Automatically, the car drove into the motel parking lot. At least it felt 
that way. It had been a long day of driving. My brain was numb from 
the highway noise and my fingers felt molded around the steering 
wheel.  

ñTime to stop. Itôs getting late.ò David agreed. 
ñYes, time to stop. Looks like weôre in Crossville again.ò  
ñItôs becoming our tradition.ò  
We had driven Highway 40 more than once, and the stop in 

Crossville was almost a ritual. Our first encounter was out of curiosi-
ty. We had spotted a single billboard along highway 40 between 
Nashville and Knoxville. It was advertising the Stonehaus Winery 
ñlocated atop Tennesseeôs Cumberland Plateau.ò It sounded nice. We 
decided to stop and sample a few choices. We bought our first Ten-
nessee wine. The fruity wines and those made from the Muscadine 
grape became our favorites.  

 ñWonôt be able to stop at Stonehaus this time. Too late.ò 
 We checked into a motel and were thinking of ordering a 

pizza, when the motel hostess suggested a restaurant and the Chest-
nut Winery across the highway. Good choice. The wineryôs tasting 
room was closed but the Brass Lantern Restaurant was open. It was a 
respite from a long day. 

Denise, one of the new owners, greeted us. On this particular 
evening she was also the hostess. Chatty, in spite of our weariness, 
the three of us talked and shared a tiny part of our lives with each 
other.  

Her family had recently purchased the restaurant. She was ex-
cited about the possibilities but ever mindful of the challenges in 
running a business. She spoke about her young family. Her children 
were involved in sports and competitive gun clubs where responsi-
bility and respect were part of the equation. She shared her fatherôs 
philosophy of life, a recipe for living a balanced life. She pulled up a 
chair from another table and sat it down in front of the booth where 
we sat. 

        
        (continued) 



 

He had told her and her siblings, ñLife is like this four-legged 
chair. One leg is health, one is family, one finances and the fourth is 
God. Without one of the legs, you end up sitting on your ---.ò  

A life lesson in the middle of Tennessee.  
How sturdy is your chair? If itôs like mine, it has probably tee-

tered back and forth, even crashed a few times. Sometimes it was my 
fault, other times not. Sometimes there was nothing that could be done 
to prevent, change or fix a difficult situation. But as long as God is al-
lowed to support that fourth leg, everything will be upright in time, in 
Godôs time. He is our strength. 

Psalm 46:1-3  God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present 
help in trouble. Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way 
and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea, though its waters roar 
and foam and the mountains quake with their surging.  

(Or when our chairs collapse.) 
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