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LIVING STORIES
This year I’m marking the fifth anniversary of my graduation from Gettysburg Seminary. It
seems like a cliché to say “how the time has flown,” but it has. A couple weeks ago, my graduating
class of 2010 celebrated a reunion at the seminary Spring Academy. There were two alumni luncheons and a dinner—one in a nice restaurant and the other two in the refectory where we ate daily as
students. And of course, there was the obligatory foray to Sharpshooters Bar and Grill on Rte 30
where we always filled up on Wednesday nights with cheap wings and Yuengings.
What was important though wasn’t the food or location, it was being together with people I
had grown to love and be loved by so deeply. We gathered as we did beginning nine years ago as
entering students, unsure of ourselves but knowing we had some kind of call from God to do this.
What was really remarkable was that despite all the changes—many of my classmates have added
spouses, children, grandchildren, the discovery of new gifts and joys in ministry, as well as losses or
difficult challenges in their work—it seemed like things hadn’t changed. We took up right where we
left off.

We began with stories—what are you doing now? How is ministry going for you? A lot can
happen in five years and there’s only so much we can glean from Facebook! And then we progressed to …“remember when we…?” We recalled fun times and also times that were so tough that
we never could have made it to graduation in 2010 without each other. And then the stories turned
to the future—what are you planning for the next few years? What new ministry ideas do you have?
All of it came down to stories, and as I think about the latest crop of graduates we have here
at St. John’s, I think about the stories they take with them and the stories they are yet to tell. From
this faith community, they have the foundation of the stories of our faith: the time-honored stories of
creation and Noah’s ark; the testimony of the prophets; the accounts of Jesus’ life, death and resurrection; the reports of how the church began with tongues of fire and continued as the apostles
wrote to the budding congregations who met in catacombs and homes. Those scripture stories are
foundational for a life of Christian faith.
But there are more stories—stories of the love and support they received here at St. John’s.
Those stories are the beginnings of the new stories they will write with their lives. Our place for
them is to be the touchstone that keeps the stories alive.
So to all graduates—congratulations! We are proud of you and we love you. God is still writing your story and will always keep you in tender care, whatever joys and challenges come. That
goes not just for the people receiving diplomas this year, but for the rest of us as well.
Peace to you now and always,
Pastor Susan

Worship Schedule

June 14 through September 6*
8:30 and 10:00 a.m.
1st Sunday of month:
ONE service at 10:00
*Worship

on September 6 will be held at 10:00 a.m.
in the Thurmont Town Park,
followed by our usual picnic lunch.

No Luncheon for July & August
Sunday School Resumes September 13

A LETTER FROM THE CHURCH COUNCIL
Dear Members of St. John’s,
The church is much more than a business; however, in reality it only functions on basic financial
and business principles. One problem all churches suffer is “cash flow” deficits. St John’s Lutheran
is not an exception. Bills for utilities, salaries, and programs are generated every day and must be
paid in a timely manner. When contributions do not meet expenditures the only options we have
are to cut expenditures, borrow from existing funds or borrow from lending institutions. The council
has decided to initiate a stewardship program one step at a time.
When we miss church for personal reasons, weather, etc., we tend not to contribute or make up our
giving. The bills never cease. Therefore the council members encourage ALL members to informally pledge to themselves a continuity of giving each month. We strongly feel that this is a viable start
toward stewardship and fulfilling our monetary obligations.
Matthew 26:6 reads, When Jesus was at Bethany, a guest of Simon the Leper, a woman came up
to him as he was eating dinner and anointed him with a bottle of very expensive perfume.
In his commentary William Barclay tells us that the perfume was probably worth a year’s wages. “It
shows us love’s extravagance. The woman took the most precious thing she had and poured it on
Jesus…. Love never thinks how little it can decently give…. We have not even begun to be Christians if we think of giving to Christ and to His Church in terms of how little we respectably can give.”
We probably don’t think about giving as little as we decently can but we’ve probably never thought
much about our giving at all. I know that’s not true of everyone who is reading this. There are many
members of this church who prayerfully and thoughtfully give as much as they possible can. There
are many members who give generously of their time and talent. We couldn’t function without them.
Realistically we can’t function without money either. Please make a commitment to St John’s.
Christ gave up his life for you. What are you willing to give to Him?
On behalf of the Council,
John W.E. Brown, President
Carol Ford, Vice-President
--------------------Sunday School News! On Sunday, June 7, there will be treats and talk during the Sunday School
hour (9:40 a.m.) for all teens and adults. Come share ideas, needs, and wants for the fall Sunday
School Program here at St. John’s.
Bible on Tap. We will complete our study of the book of Revelation on Thursday, June 4, 7:00
p.m., at the Shamrock Pub. Anyone is welcome to join in the discussion whether you have come
before or not—simply bring your Bible and a thirst for knowledge. Bible on Tap will take a break for
July and August and resume in September.
Donut Devotions You are invited to join Pastor Susan and anyone who shows up at Dunkin
Donuts on third Thursdays at 10:30 (June 18, July 16 and August 20) for brief devotions, then prayer. Have that mid-morning pick-me-up with a cuppa joe and prayer!
Ecumenical Worship at St. Catherine’s, June 28, 2:30. Join us as we lead worship for the
residents at St. Catherine’s. Help is always needed with readings and communion, and your presence makes it a more worshipful experience for the residents.

“Congratulations” to our 2015 Graduates!
Mallory Donaghue graduated from Walkersville High School. She plans to attend James Madison
University and major in Elementary Education and minor in Theatre. Mallory is the daughter of Kelli and P.J. Donaghue.
Sarah Getz graduated from Catoctin High School. She plans to attend Shenandoah University and
major in Nursing. Sarah is the daughter of Brian and Traci Getz and the granddaughter of William
and Agnes Getz.

Christoph Muegge-Durum graduated from Catoctin High School. He plans to attend the University
of Maryland, College Park, possibly majoring in Political Science. Christoph is the son of Kathrin
Muegge.
Jonas Muegge-Durum graduated from Catoctin High School and plans to attend the University of
Maryland, College Park. He is considering a major in Engineering. Jonas is the son of Kathrin
Muegge.
Kaitlynn Simmel graduated from Frederick Community College. Kaitlynn will be transferring to the
University of Maryland where she will study Political Science. Kaitlynn hopes to work for the government. She is the daughter of Kirk and Ruth Simmel and the granddaughter of Pastor Frederick
Simmel, who previously served as pastor of St. John’s.
Elizabeth Dart graduated with honors from Towson University with a double major in Gerontology
and Sociology. Her future plans include attending nursing school and, eventually, working with veterans. Elizabeth is the daughter of Steve and Mary Dart.
Eric Hobbs graduated cum laude from Mount Saint Mary’s University with a Bachelor of Arts in
Management and a minor in Economics. He will begin a management training program with
Nordstroms. Eric is the son of Stacey Brown-Hobbs and Mike Hobbs and the grandson of John
Brown.
Sarah Johnson graduated from Oberlin College. Sarah’s major was Classical Civilizations with a
minor in Religion. She will be continuing her work in Guatemala with NISGUA and the Guatemalan
Human Rights Commission. She is the daughter of Kurt and MaryBeth Johnson and the granddaughter of Beth Watson.
Jesse Riffle Grubb graduated from Fairmont State University. She received a Regents’ Bachelor of
Arts degree and is planning to pursue a career in teaching. She would like to continue her education so that she can specialize in working with special needs children. Jesse is the daughter of Lisa
Riffle and the granddaughter of Bill and Nancy Riffle.
Steve Dart is graduating from the Rider Coach Preparation course, hosted by the Motor Vehicle
Administration of Maryland. He will be teaching motorcycle safety courses at Frederick Community
College, starting in June.

LETTERS TO ST. JOHN’S FAMILY
FROM TWO OF OUR 2015 GRADUATES
Dear St. John’s Family,
I can’t believe that I am graduating from high school this year. It’s crazy how fast the time
goes by. I remember that I couldn’t wait to be graduating, but as graduation approaches, all I want
is more time in high school with all my friends. It has been amazing to be blessed with so many
great people in my life. I couldn’t be more thankful to have such a wonderful church family. From
those who were there when I was baptized to the ones I met in recent years, thank you so much
for being a part of my life. It’s unbelievable how much you all have impacted me. I will be attending
Shenandoah University in the fall to study nursing. I will be sure to come home and visit everyone
as often as I can. I really do love you all so much. Thank you for everything you have done for me.
God bless.
Sarah Getz

Dear members of the Saint John’s Family,
I wanted to write to thank you for taking part in planning and participating in the Fair Trade
fundraiser on my behalf on May 3rd. I got an email from my mom the day afterward telling me that
every piece of coffee and chocolate was sold and that many people told her specifically that they
did not want me to write them a thank-you note after donating because they didn’t want me to go to
any extra trouble. So I wanted to take this opportunity to thank you all. I appreciate so much that
you all went to such lengths to support me. I am so thankful that the proceeds of this fundraiser
benefit not only my accompaniment work – which takes place in the context of a history of violence, war, and trauma – and benefits small farmers’ cooperatives – which build resilient economies that are less vulnerable to the exploitation that leads to the kind of conflict Guatemala experienced.
Thank you so much for your donations and purchases! In part due to the fundraiser you organized, I have reached and exceeded my fundraising goal! Any donations over my fundraising
budget will benefit SEPA (my Oberlin-based sponsoring community, an organization that gives
middle and high school scholarships to Guatemalan youth in remote towns), NISGUA (the organization that is sending me to Guatemala), and the Guatemalan Human Rights Commission.
Please keep me in your prayers as I travel to Guatemala in late July for language school,
and please keep the people of Guatemala in your prayers in the wake of the recent resignation of
the vice-president and the details of the corruption scandal known as La Línea continue to come to
light. When scandals like this come to light, it is especially important that we continue to pray for a
more just future, in our words and in our actions. Thank you so much for your support so far!
Love and peace,
Sarah Johnson
***************************

Attention, Sunday School Teachers! On Sunday, June 7, at the 10:45 service, we
would like to recognize all those who have been teachers or helpers in our Sunday
School this year. Please plan to attend so that we can thank you in person.

CONFUSION

(from the column entitled From Olives to Apples)
by Ann Marie Bezayiff
Opening day! A crowd of people, congregating around the edge of a baseball diamond,
waited for the announcer to begin the opening-day program. “The sun is out and the snow is gone
and only a slight wind remains. Time to open this year’s season.” Everyone clapped. It had been
another horrendous winter and at last the weather had decided to cooperate. “We’ll begin the program in a few minutes.”
We continued to wait for several more minutes near the T-ball section where our grandson
waited with his teammates. The group of five-year-olds proudly wore new baseball caps and Tshirts, but their hesitation was obvious. Music blared from the podium sending jolts of current
through waiting participants and supporters alike. Chicken dancing mixed in with jumping and a few
parents took the opportunity to show off their smoother moves. Games of chase and tag became
contagious and frenzy and excitement spilled over the groups. Finally, the announcer began, using
a sound system loud enough to blanket over the noise and talking. A type of calm returned and the
organization and direction of the event unfolded. Well-organized and efficient, the crowd of players
in teams moved through a double line of other teams, slapping hands and running, and welcoming
each other to the new season. What appeared initially as confusion turned out to be something
quite opposite. There was a plan after all, a well-thought-out plan.
We experience confusion and chaos as we travel through life. Life happens, unexpectedly
or not, and when it does, it can plow right through our best intentions, expectations and logical calculations. Confusion follows. How? Why? I didn’t see this coming. This doesn’t make any sense.
The apostles certainly understood confusion. One evening they were celebrating the Passover with Jesus, their rabbi, the messiah, the hope of Israel and the Jewish kingdom; but before the
end of the next day, he lay in a tomb. Jesus preached about bringing a new order, a new kingdom
to this earth, overpowering any earthly kingdom. If he truly was the messiah, how could the Romans crucify him? Surely God would have sent an army of angels to protect Jesus. Was he really
who he said he was? Unable to comprehend God’s plan, the disciples, confused and disoriented,
scattered after the death of Jesus. Peter, filled with panic and fear, denied knowing Jesus, not
once but three times. It wasn’t until after Jesus’ resurrection and the coming of the Holy Spirit that
his followers began to understand God’s plan, began to understand the meanings behind his teachings, words and actions.

The winter of death, overcome, the plan revealed then and now; it’s time to play ball.
The chief priests and our rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death, and they crucified him; but we had hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem Israel. Luke 24: 20-21,
NIV
Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. He told them, "This is
what is written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, and repentance and
forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. You are the
witnesses of these things. Luke 24:45-48, ESV

THE KENYA CONNECTION
This month I would like to introduce you to a couple of the children I became very close to
while I was at Pathfinder Academy. I first met Eliya at the vespers service the first Friday night we
were there. Team Kenya was sitting in the front row as various groups of children got up and
sang. There was a little boy sitting behind me that rested his chin on my shoulder and proceeded
to sing the words to every song being performed. I was amazed by his beautiful voice and the fact
that he knew the words to all of the songs. He could only have been 5 or 6 years old. From that
point forward, he was my buddy and always sought me out at vespers and when he had free time.
There was another boy, John, who looked just like Eliya and about a week after we were
there, I finally realized that there were two of them. Whenever I saw them apart, I never knew who
it was. Finally, a day before we left, they told me they were twins and that they also had a sister,
Saida. I knew they were all orphans, but other than that, I left without knowing much about them. I
really wanted to know more about these children, so I got in touch with Joshua (the director at
Pathfinder), and here is the response I received:
Eliya, John and Saida are not related. The three are from Kipsongo slums and were used
to the streets, begging for food and money. They were brought to Pathfinder Academy from Sister
Freda when they were really young. We have done all that we can do to get them where they are
and we thank God for being there for us plus our friends and supporters like Team Kenya. Their
great need is an after-school program, additional clothing and milk on a weekly basis.
I am so thankful that I was able to be a part of their lives while I was there. I only wish they
could realize how much they touched my life. I have pictures of them on my desk at work and I
think of them and pray for them every day. Please keep them in your prayers and also remember
all who are less fortunate than we are.
There is a book that I've read since I've been back and I would like to recommend it for anyone who would like some insight into life in an orphanage in Kenya. It is called Hope Runs: an
American Tourist, a Kenyan boy, a journey at redemption, by Claire Diaz-Ortiz. You can find a
copy of it at the Thurmont Library.
Peace be with you until next month,
Lisa

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS — May 14, 2015
NEXT COUNCIL MEETING: June 11 at 7:00 p.m. (NO COUNCIL MEETING IN JULY)
Old Business:
More time is needed for all voices to be heard regarding the use of Corbett Chapel space deadline is extended until the next Council Meeting in June.
New Business:
Possible space rental of the upstairs rooms was discussed. Pastor motioned to form a
committee to look at feasibility.
A Bingo Night fundraiser was discussed.
Open Discussion:
The perception of “The Church” from the outside looking in. What keeps people from coming to church?

FIRST SUNDAY OF THE MONTH
FELLOWSHIP PROVIDERS’ SCHEDULE
JANUARY
FEBRUARY
MARCH
APRIL
MAY
JUNE
JULY
AUGUST
SEPTEMBER
OCTOBER
NOVEMBER
DECEMBER

THURMONT THESPIANS
SOCIAL MINISTRY
WORSHIP & MUSIC
FUNDRAISING
WOMEN OF THE CHURCH
FELLOWSHIP
(NO LUNCHEON)
(NO LUNCHEON)
PICNIC
YOUTH/SUNDAY SCHOOL
ST. JOHN’S PRESCHOOL
CHURCH COUNCIL
The provider of the month will bring the main dish
(sandwiches or whatever dish desired).

NEWS FROM THE THURMONT THESPIANS
2015 Summer Musical for Youngsters
Seussical Jr.
This summer will see St. John’s hosting all sorts of Dr. Seuss characters in the fellowship hall
preparing for production at the American Legion the last two weekends in July. Thirty-five youngsters came to the auditions and the first read-through was as hectic as always. If you wander in on
a rehearsal night (Tuesday and Thursday) or on Saturday morning you are liable to see Horton the
Elephant, the Cat In the Hat, Gertrude McFuzz, the Grinch, Yertle the Turtle or any number of Wickersham brothers, bird girls or citizens of Whoville being led by Mr. and Mrs. Mayor. Don’t be nervous or scared, stop in and say hello as you marvel at their versatility and tenacity as they sing,
dance, recite and manage to learn all their lines.
This year we have 13 youngsters from Thurmont proper in the production – a wonderful turnout from local folks. But we have kids from Frederick, Emmitsburg, New Market, Sabillasville, Walkersville, Cascade ad Rocky Ridge as well. Even Middletown, Urbana and Hagerstown are represented. This is truly an outreach to the entire community.
We hope to see you in the audience in July – mark your calendars now so you don’t miss the
fun!! Becca Richards is back directing – you remember she directed “Narnia” for us and has since
graduated from college and spent considerable time in Ireland – we are sure glad to have her back!!
She will be assisted by a myriad of teens from other years who are giving back to the program and
helping those younger kids learn all the ropes.
Watch out for a fundraiser bake sale coming up in June – we are hoping to get lots of support
both in baking and buying!! – Date is June 13th at CVS shopping center.
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7/13

Diana Hoover
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MaryBeth Johnson
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Elizabeth Dart
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Jesse Riffle Grubb
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Judy May
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Guy Whidden

6/19

Molly Spahr
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Kandy Hauk
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P. J. Donaghue
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Jessica Miller
Sam Royer, IV
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Mary Ellen Eyler
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Travis Unger
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Christoph Muegge
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Carol Ford

7/22

Jonas Muegge
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Macks Myers

7/27

Taylor Zentz

7/31

Erin Fox

Please remember in your prayers . . .
ST. JOHN’S MEMBERS
Marie Seiss

Janet Heckert

Luke Bradley

Dorothy Stowell

Belle Grimes

FAMILY & FRIENDS
Dale Wireman - friend of Debbie Ayers
Jeremy Hahn
Larry Haga—family of Becky Smith
Kevin Orndorff– son-in-law of Debbie Ayers
Michele Myers—niece of Harriet Valentine
Rick Baker - brother of Darlene Fogle & Debbie Ayers

Kelly Heath – family of Belle Grimes
Jesse Wolf – family of Belle Grimes
Jacob and Edna Matthias – family of Belle Grimes
Rev. Frederick Simmel – former Pastor of St. John’s
Betty Post – sister of Gayle Spahr and Judy May
Marge Dolson – friend of Gayle Spahr
Lauren Jones – stepdaughter of Carol Donovan
Brian Murphy- friend of Carol Donovan
Dede Himes – Administrative Assistant/Finances, St. John’s
Alex Holmes – son of Mary Holmes
Barb Burkhardt – sister of Nancy Riffle
Eugene Myers – brother of Gloria Angleberger & Rodman Myers

IN SERVICE TO OUR COUNTRY
Dylan Goins
Josh Waldron
Brandon Meek

June 2015 Worship Assistants’ Schedule
TRADITIONAL SERVICE
DATE

SERVICE

ASSISTANT
MINISTER

6/7/15

10:45 A.M. K. Muegge

6/14/15

8:30 a.m.

6/21/15
6/28/15

LECTOR
G. Spahr

WELCOMERS

ALTAR

J. & C. Ford

J. Nolan & N. Riffle

S. Brown-Hobbs M. Skillinger

B. & N. Riffle

J. Nolan & N. Riffle

8:30 a.m.

L. Riffle

C. Fraley

D. & D. Valentine

J. Nolan & N. Riffle

8:30 a.m.

S. Dart

S. Brown-Hobbs

H. & R. Valentine

J. Nolan & N. Riffle

SING & REJOICE SERVICE
DATE

SERVICE

LECTOR

ACOLYTE

WELCOMERS

PRAYER

ONE SERVICE ONLY — TRADITIONAL @ 10:45 AM

6/7/15
6/14/15

10:00 a.m.

M. Donaghue

S. Getz

S. Getz

G. Spahr

6/21/15

10:00 a.m.

S. Getz

A. Mumm

T. & A. Mumm

K. Donaghue

6/28/15

10:00 a.m.

C. Muegge

M. Donaghue

C. Fox &
M.L. Royer

B. Watson

** Please Note **
If you cannot be present on the assigned date,
be sure to trade with another assistant. Thank you!

June 2015
Sun

Mon

1

Tue

2

Wed

4

3
Last Day of
Preschool

Thu

Preschool
Health
Forms due

8

(One service)
Traditional
10:45

14 SERVICES 15
Traditional
8:30
Sing &
Rejoice
10:00

21 SERVICES 22
Traditional
8:30
Sing &
Rejoice
10:00

28 SERVICES 29
Traditional
8:30
Sing & Rejoice
10:00
St. Catherines
2:30

9

5

6

7:00 Bible
on Tap

10

11

12
6:30 TT
Rehearsal

6:30 TT
Rehearsal

16

Sat

9:00 TT
Rehearsal

6:30 TT
Rehearsal

6:30 TT
Rehearsal

7 SERVICES

Fri

13
9:00 TT
Rehearsal

7:00 Church
Council

17

18

19

20
9:00 TT
Rehearsal

6:30 TT
Rehearsal

23

6:30 TT
Rehearsal

24

25

26

27
9:00 TT
Rehearsal

6:30 TT
Rehearsal

6:30 TT
Rehearsal

30

6:30 TT
Rehearsal

6:30 TT
Rehearsal

July 2015
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

1

Thu

2

Fri

3

Sat

4
9:00 TT
Rehearsal

6:30 TT
Rehearsal

5 SERVICES

6

6:30 TT
Rehearsal

7

8

9

14

15

16

10

11

(One Service)
Sing &
Rejoice
10:00

12 SERVICES 13
Traditional
8:30

Traditional
8:30

Seussical
Jr.
7:30
21

22

23

Seussical
Jr.
7:30
24

Seussical
Jr.
7:30

Seussical
Jr.
7:30

Seussical Jr.
2:00

Traditional
8:30
Sing &
Rejoice
10:00
Seussical Jr.
2:00

Seussical
Jr.
7:30
25

Preschool Summer Enrichment Program

Sing &
Rejoice
10:00

26 SERVICES 27

18

Preschool Summer Enrichment Program

Sing &
Rejoice
10:00

19 SERVICES 20

17

28

29

30

31

Seussical
Jr.
7:30

Church Office: 301-271-7877
Pastor: Rev. Susan Beck
PastorSusan@saintjohnlutheran.org
(H) 410-442-9946
(C) 410-707-4640
Administrative Assistant: Dede Himes
Email: admin@saintjohnlutheran.org
Council President: John Brown

Web Site: www.saintjohnlutheran.org
St. John’s Preschool: 301-271-4109
Chairperson: Stacey Brown-Hobbs, 301-271-2390
Registrar: Marie Skillinger
Email: stjpreschl@aol.com

Thurmont Thespians
Beth Watson, 301-416-0864
Email: beth.watson@myactv.net

St. John’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church
15 N. Church Street
Thurmont, MD 21788
“Loved by God … to love others!”
Ministers: The People of St. John’s
Pastor: Rev. Susan Beck
Summer Worship Schedule
(June 14 through September 6)
8:30 AM Traditional Worship
10:00 AM Sing & Rejoice Worship

Please submit articles for the
July /August 2015 Grapevine by

June 20.

