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Fond Memories!!!
As you all know by now, my last Sunday at St. John's is October 4, so rather than use
words to express my deep affection and good memories in this last Grapevine reflection, I thought I'd share some pictures I've taken that I'll save and savor always. What
I'll take from St. John's, and what I hope you have as well from my time here, is the
remembrance of a place where we didn't simply do the work of the church together,
but we were church together.

Joyful noisemakers!

Trick or treating in town

Pastor Pumpkin at preschool

Motley Crew

Food bank Christmas event

Gobble gobble!

Confirmation class trip to Baltimore.
Selfie with the bishop!

Dancing with the stars
(the Thurmont Thespian stars)

Laughing before worship with
the best musician ever!

A furry congregant
(Blessing of the Animals)
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Youth Sunday selfie!

Inflatable Jesus keeping the Xerox
machine going. With the best office
administrator ever.

Two of the many we welcomed
in baptism here at St John's

Inflatable Jesus back for Easter

Blessings always,
—Pastor Susan

Trying to take a serious picture.
Couldn't stop laughing!
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Blessing of the Animals. Traditionally the church has celebrated the feast of St. Francis by blessing the pets we all hold dear. All creatures (and their people) are invited to the Fellowship Hall on
Thursday, October 1, at 5:00 p.m. for a brief service and blessing.
Corbett Chapel Rededication. The Corbett Chapel has been restored to a beautiful multiuse
space. We are so grateful to Mary Lou and all who worked on it to transform it to a place that will
again be full of life. Join us for a brief rededication service immediately following the worship service
on October 4. Anyone with remembrances of how the Corbett Chapel has been used in the past will
be invited to share their recollections.
Colorfest Worship. On October 11 there will be one service only at 8:30 a.m. (Service of the
Word) because of Colorfest weekend. Come to worship early, then go enjoy the festivities!
(There will be no Sunday School on the 11th.)

Sunday School at St. John’s
Sunday School continues weekly for children, youth and adults. Each group meets in their own
space with their assigned teacher from 9:40 a.m. to 10:30. A total of 13 people attended our combined classes on “Rally Day” (September 13). We made a joyful noise as we sang and danced
together. A scavenger hunt occurred in the newly-renovated Corbett Chapel. We held a brief
lesson on love and following in the footsteps of Jesus. Fellowship with continuing and new participants occurred as we enjoyed a variety of snacks. We ended our time together with prayer. We
will think about possible service project ideas presented and will discuss them further in our individual classes. Registration forms are available in a folder in the Christian Education mail slot
outside the kitchen. You are all invited to join us!
The Adult Sunday School class will generally meet in the Corbett Chapel instead of
upstairs. All are invited to attend as you are able. A schedule of class topics is tentatively set as
follows: 9/20--the Holy Spirit; 9/27--Spiritual Gifts; 10/04--Spiritual Gifts; 10/18--discussion of the
Readings of the Day; 10/25--Spiritual Gifts. Please prayerfully consider attending Adult Sunday
School classes. We grow in wisdom and strength as we study and discuss together. Class facilitators are needed for future class times. Contact Marcia Andersen to discuss your availability or
interest (443-918-8119).

PRESCHOOL NEWS
School began on September 8 on a staggered basis and so far the children are
adjusting well. Our two- and three-year-old classes are full, but there are a few openings
in the four-year-old class. All of the children will take a trip to the Catoctin Mountain
Orchard Pumpkin Patch on October 19 and 20 where they will take a wagon ride and select their
own pumpkins. The four-year-old classes will go “Trick or Treating” to businesses in Thurmont on
October 27.
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Saturday, October 31 — Party of Parties!!!!!!
It’s that time again!!! The Fundraising Committee is gearing up for the Party of Parties
and we hope that all the St. John’s people will come, have lunch, shop and enjoy the
fellowship of the event. We will have lots of good merchandise for everyone to peruse
and, of course, a free buffet lunch. We will have lunch ready and talks by consultants
starting at 12:30. Our table this year will again feature the necklaces, lovely silk flower
wreaths and arrangements in baskets, etc. We also will have some small tree plantings to be planted this fall before cold weather sets in. Jars of chili, homemade baked
goods and other surprises will appear on our table. The following consultants will also
be in attendance: Pampered Chef, Longaberger, Homemade For U, Thirty One, Silpada, Avon, Origami Owl, Tastefully Simple, and Pam’s Rusty Treasures. LOTS OF
DOOR PRIZES!!!! We will appreciate your support.

NEWS FROM THE THURMONT THESPIANS
Granny’s Attic — Colorfest Weekend — Friday, October 9, and Saturday, October 10
9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
If you have been house-cleaning and want to donate your goodies, bring them to the Fellowship Hall only during the week leading up to Colorfest. No earlier, please, as we have no space to
store donations downstairs. Please note that Granny’s Attic will be indoors this year. We will put
big items that weather can’t hurt outside with a sign stating “more inside.” Many thanks for all your
support.

*********

"God's Favorite," a comedy by Neil Simon, which is the fall show at The American
Legion done by the Thurmont Thespians, has been cast and is in rehearsal at St. John's. You will
probably be treated to a sneak preview of the set in the social hall during October before it moves
to the Legion.
"God's Favorite" is based on the Biblical story of Job and takes place in a Long Island
mansion. The director, Matt Bannister, has updated the play (which was written in the 1970s) to
reflect our modern-day society, even changing the gender of the messenger from God. In a nutshell, the messenger visits Joe Benjamin and goes through all manner of temptations to get him to
renounce God, followed by all manner of afflictions as a result. The cast consists of the pious,
God-fearing Joe Benjamin; his long suffering wife, Rose; a prodigal son, David; a pair of kooky
twins and three servants. If the story of Job can be funny, Neil Simon can do it!! Come laugh with
us as Joe stands his ground amidst travail of all kinds, and pray your name is not Job or Joe
Benjamin!!
This is a comedy not to be missed this year and we hope to see all you St. John’s folks at
the Legion the first two weekends in November. Rehearsals will be Monday, Tuesday, and
Wednesday nights in the social hall, if you want a sneak preview.
Also - we are adding "Sanders Family Christmas" to our announced schedule this year and
doing it in the sanctuary the first two weekends in December. Kelli Donaghue has rounded up the
same cast from "Smoke on the Mountain" and they have agreed to mount the second of the series
of shows at St. John's this year. Anyone who was at the original will not want to miss this follow-up
show. More later on this momentous occasion but a word to the wise - buy a season ticket and get
this added bonus!! Hopefully, it will make up for our missing an extra show last year!!
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“Thank You” to St. John’s from Lutheran World Relief
for our contribution of $345.00
from the proceeds of the Heifer Project to purchase
3 Goats and 1 Piglet
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COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS — September 10, 2015
*SPECIAL CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING: Wednesday, October 7, at 7:00 p.m.*
Next “Regular” Meetings: October 8 and November 12, at 7:00 p.m.
Old Business:
A) The Nominating Committee is identified: Brian Getz, Carol Donovan, Carolyn Fraley,
Connie Fox and John Ford. One more Committee member is required according to the
By-laws. Potential candidates will be invited to participate. Dede will write a letter to the
named Committee members formally advising them of their commitment.
B) The Prayer Kiosk will remain in place until the end of the year, at which time discussion will
resume.
New Business:
A) John Brown presented Pastor Susan's resignation letter. All were in favor of accepting it as
it stands.
B) Rev. Ron Schlack, Assistant Bishop of the MD-DEL Synod, will be attending a special
Council Meeting on September 17th at 7:00 p.m. to present the process of calling a new
Pastor.
Open Discussion:
A) The rededication of the Corbett Chapel will take place on October 4, 2015, Pastor Susan's
last day of officiating at St. John's. A luncheon will follow in the Fellowship Hall. The Thurmont Thespians will provide the main dish.
Respectfully submitted,
Carol Donovan, Secretary

+++++++++++++++++++++

We extend our heartfelt sympathy to the family and friends of
Marie W. Seiss, who passed away on September 18, 2015.

FIRST SUNDAY OF THE MONTH
FELLOWSHIP PROVIDERS’ SCHEDULE
OCTOBER
THURMONT THESPIANS
NOVEMBER
ST. JOHN’S PRESCHOOL
DECEMBER
CHURCH COUNCIL
The provider of the month will bring the main dish
(sandwiches or whatever dish desired).
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THE KENYA CONNECTION
Greetings, Friends in Christ,
I would like to update you on what is happening across the ocean in Kenya. I have received two
letters from Joshua this past month concerning things that are happening at Lenana Girls’ High
School and Pathfinder Academy, and I would like to share the news with you.
Dear Friends and Supporters,
If you had one wish, what would you wish for? For many girls in Kenya, that is any easy question:
their wish would be to go to school.
That was Faith's wish. She graduated from seventh grade, but with five siblings, her parents couldn't
afford her school fees. So instead of going to school, she had to spend her day moving from one home to
another plaiting children's hair in her village. By plaiting hair, Faith is able to pay her school fees and she is in
a Polytechnic studying Electronics. But for many girls in Kenya, there is simply no way to afford the fees and
supplies needed to get an education. That's why Common Ground of Africa (CGA) supports girls in Kenya. At
Lenana Girls High School, we are providing adolescent girls with the tools to be successful: education, health
care, and safe spaces.
Right now at Lenana, we are trying to register the school with the Ministry of Education (MOE) so
that we are given an Examination Center by Kenya National Examination Council where our girls will take
their national exam. The registration of 2017 candidates begins next year and we need the MOE Certificate
late this year or early next year. As a result, we are seeking your support of US$ 20 or 50 or 100 to help us
equip our Lab, Library books, and roof a one room dorm for girls. We need to raise US$ 7350 by mid-October
to fast track the process. We have finished the first two steps and we are in the final stages before we submit our papers for registration.
Help us make this a reality. Give a gift today.
Thank You,
Joshua Machinga
Here also is a post from Facebook concerning Pathfinder Academy:
Joshua really enjoys the children from Sister Freda's orphan home, but it has been tough to keep
them supported. Pathfinder is a boarding school (not an orphanage). This year they are focusing on improving their living situation with their own matron housemother staying with them, and an indoor toilet. They
are roofing the dormitory and plastering the room. They have timber and bricks, but need to get the room
ready for when school starts. Our dear friends who volunteer every couple of years at CGA, Team Kenya,
gave funds to buy the roofing and timber, but Joshua is requesting those who are helping sponsor Sister
Freda's kids at Pathfinder, and others, to help raise the additional US$ 4,500.
I think we can all see that the need at these schools is very great, and that they are trying to do
great things to educate these children to make them self-sufficient. Anyone wishing to donate to
either of these causes may do so on-line at: https://www.villagevolunteers.org/donate or by sending
a check to: Village Volunteers, 5100 S. Dawson St., Suite 202, Seattle, WA 98118. Designate the
money for Sister Freda's kids at Pathfinder, or Lenana Girls’ High School. Any support you can give
would be greatly appreciated.
In closing, I would also like to remind you that I will be sending money to Chaplain Benard on
Saturday, October 3rd. If anyone would like to contribute something towards his graduation celebration, please get the money to me by then. Please prayerfully consider reaching out to those less
fortunate than us.
Peace be with you,
Lisa
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What is God’s Plan for You?

(from the column entitled From Olives to Apples)
by Ann Marie Bezayiff
With the daily hassles of living, its bumps and bruises, we might question the purpose of
our lives. You know the daily drill: wake, work or school, shopping, home, dinner, and maybe
some sleep. Monotonous? Unfulfilling? Just what is God’s plan for my life? Not an easy answer.
We may have to live a lifetime to begin to comprehend and, then, it might not be clear. Here’s a
glimpse of God’s plan for Barbara. It is a life she could never have envisioned.
I needed to find someone who could work with my thick, course hair. My neighbor suggested Barbara. “You won’t be able to get an appointment with my stylist for several months, but
here’s Barbara’s number. I’ve heard good things about her.”
I called the number and had an appointment within the week.
The stylist had a separate room, decorated with trendy pillows and stylish chairs. Shelves
housed products and equipment, and a chair and sink were off to one side.
Quickly, Barbara began suggesting styles I might like. An hour and a half later, I left with
my new look. But I left with much more. Barbara had given me her story: God’s plan for her life.
Barbara’s story begins in a country village, twenty miles outside of Saigon. At fifteen her
mother sent her into Saigon to help her very pregnant sister, who lived with her American husband in a military complex.
“You help your sister and then return home. No matter what happens, you return home.
Swear you will come home.”
Barbara stayed off the main roads as best she could but rumors of a North Viet Cong takeover made the trip more dangerous than usual. Her brother-in-law, Brian, met her at the entrance
to the compound and told her they were leaving. Stunned, she ran up the stairs to her sister’s
apartment and found her packing. “What are you thinking? You can’t leave. The baby? Our mother?”
Sandy stared hard at Barbara. “I don’t know what to do.”

Brian entered the room. “A helicopter is waiting. We don’t have much time.” The two stood
frozen.
“The war is over. The North Vietnamese will overrun Saigon any time now.”
“I can’t leave. I promised Mother.”
“Barbara, don’t you understand?” Brian grabbed her shoulders and looked into her eyes.
“The Viet Cong are taking over. None of us are safe.” He turned to his wife, “They know you’re
married to an American and your family will suffer, regardless.” He’d already received word that
their brothers were dead. The village had been overrun.
He grabbed each woman’s hand and pulled them out of the room and down the stairs. On
the way, they were met by two American soldiers who helped Brian, one forcibly carrying Barbara
over his shoulder.
(continued)
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Barbara finally surrendered. “Forgive me, Mother,” she called into the sky as the helicopter
took flight.
She ended up in New York near Brian’s parents. Nothing could have prepared her for the
chilling, cold winter, but she did her best to adjust. She married and thought she’d spend the rest
of her life there, when a friend invited her for a visit to Austin. Returning to New York, she informed her husband, Peter, “We’re moving.”
Surprisingly he was willing, but his parents forbade them to leave and turned on her with a
vengeance. They moved anyway. Peter found work as a mechanic and she spent the next seven
years raising children and studying English so she could earn her beautician license. With the
money they saved, they bought a small ranch outside of Austin. They built a home for themselves
and another for his parents who had reluctantly moved from New York years before. They still refused to speak to Barbara.
Barbara did visit Saigon after the tension and hostility had eased between the two countries, but her mother had died in the 1980s. Determined to help her two remaining sisters, she
arranged for them to emigrate to America.
One sister retuned to Viet Nam with her husband. Now in their 50s, they couldn’t adjust to
American life. The other sister, now divorced, lives with them still, ever grateful.
“My life is good,” Barbara said. “We both have jobs, land, good children. They’re in college,
you know.” She sighed, “Though my in-laws never speak to me, I know they’re safe. My mother is
gone, many people in my life are gone. But I’m still here. I thank God every day for my life, for the
life He planned for me on earth and later with Him in heaven.”
Do you thank God for His plan for your life? Do you trust God enough to know he has a
plan for you despite difficulties and unknowns?
Verses on trusting God’s plan:
He will not let your foot slip—he who watches over you will not slumber;
Psalm 121:3 NIV
Let the morning bring me word of your unfailing love, for I have put my
trust in you. Show me the way I should go, for to you I entrust my life.
Psalm 143:8 NIV
Trust in the Lord with all your heart. Never rely on what you think you
know. Remember the Lord in everything you do, and he will show you
the right way. Proverbs 3:5-6 GNT

[You can find me on Facebook: Ann Bezayiff-Author]
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10/1

Dylan Goins

10/1

Mitchell Unger

OCTOBER

10/4

Melinda Jarvis

10/6

Delilah Miller Fox

&

10/10

Kaitlin Mueller

NOVEMBER

10/12

Eric Royer

BIRTHDAYS

10/18

Jessica Zentz

10/26

Donald Creager

10/26

Kevin Fox

10/27

Kendel Pfister

10/28

John Ford

10/30

Barbara Roderick

11/3 Mary Willhide
11/6 Michael Lewis
11/8 Sarah Getz
11/8 Marie Skillinger
11/9 Sam Miller
11/10 Alex Hauk
11/10 Brian Smith
11/14 Beth Watson
11/18 Rachel Johnson

11/22 Stephen Hauk
11/23 Dina Fox Davis
11/28 John Brown
11/29 Tom Fox

Please remember in your prayers . . .
ST. JOHN’S MEMBERS
Luke Bradley
Dorothy Stowell
Belle Grimes

Ruth Barry

Janet Heckert

Sarah Johnson

FAMILY AND FRIENDS
Dale Wireman - friend of Debbie Ayers
Jeremy Hahn
Larry Haga—family of Becky Smith
Kevin Orndorff– son-in-law of Debbie Ayers
Michele Myers—niece of Harriet Valentine
Rick Baker - brother of Darlene Fogle and Debbie Ayers
Kelly Heath – family of Belle Grimes
Jesse Wolf – family of Belle Grimes
Jacob and Edna Matthias – family of Belle Grimes
Rev. Frederick Simmel – former Pastor of St. John’s
Betty Post – sister of Gayle Spahr and Judy May
Marge Dolson – friend of Gayle Spahr
Lauren Jones – stepdaughter of Carol Donovan
Brian Murphy – friend of Carol Donovan
Barb Burkhardt – sister of Nancy Riffle
Eugene Myers – brother of Gloria Angleberger and
Rodman Myers
Debbie Ayers– sister of Darlene Fogle
Pat Gambardella – brother of Mary Ann Erlitz
Philip Bishop – friend of Carolyn Fraley
Robert Spencer and Melinda Davis
IN SERVICE TO OUR COUNTRY
Dylan Goins
Josh Waldron
Brandon Meek
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October 2015 Worship Assistants’ Schedule
TRADITIONAL SERVICE
DATE

SERVICE

10/4

10:45 a.m.

ASSISTING
MINISTER

10/11
8:30 a.m.
Colorfest

LECTOR

WELCOMERS

ALTAR

ONE SERVICE — Sing and Rejoice at 10:45 a.m.

J. Nolan
N. Riffle

—-

B. Watson

N. Riffle

J. Nolan
N. Riffle

10/18

8:30 a.m.

B. Riffle

C. Fraley

B. & J. Urian

J. Nolan
N. Riffle

10/25

8:30 a.m.

J. Ford

L. Riffle

Dart Family

J. Nolan
N. Riffle

SING & REJOICE SERVICE

DATE
10/4

SERVICE
10:45 a.m.

10/11

LECTOR
G. Spahr

WELCOMERS
T. & A. Hauk

PRAYER
K. Donaghue

COLORFEST — ONE SERVICE ONLY at 8:30 a.m. (Service of the Word)

10/18

10:45 a.m.

C. Donovan

T. & A. Mumm

B. Riffle

10/25

10:45 a.m.

B. Riffle

C. Fox
M. L. Royer

B. Watson

** Please Note **
If you cannot be present on the assigned date,
be sure to trade with another assistant. Thank you!
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October 2015
Sun

4

Sunday School
9:40
One Service
Sing & Rejoice
10:45

11

Mon

5

TT Rehearsal
7:00 p.m.

12

COLORFEST
8:30 a.m.
ONE SERVICE
ONLY
(No Sunday School)

TT Rehearsal
7:00 p.m.

18

19

Traditional
Worship — 8:30

Tue

6

TT Rehearsal
7:00 p.m.

13

TT Rehearsal
7:00 p.m.

20

Wed

7

Special
Church Council
7:00 p.m.
TT Rehearsal
7:00 p.m.

14

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

8

9

10
COLORFEST

Church Council
7:00 p.m.

Granny’s
Attic
9:00--5:00

Granny’s
Attic
9:00--5:00

15

16

17

22

23

24

29

30

31

TT Rehearsal
7:00 p.m.

21

Sunday School
9:40
Sing & Rejoice
10:45
Hauk Family
Event—1:30--5:00
Fellowship Hall

25

Traditional
Worship — 8:30

TT Rehearsal
7:00 p.m.

26

Sunday School
9:40
Sing & Rejoice
10:45

TT Rehearsal
7:00 p.m.

TT Rehearsal
7:00 p.m.

27

TT Rehearsal
7:00 p.m.

TT Rehearsal
7:00 p.m.

28

TT Rehearsal
7:00 p.m.

14

Party of
Parties
12:30 p.m.

November 2015
Sun

1

Sunday School
9:40

Mon

2

Tue

3

Wed

4

Thu

5

6
7:30 God’s
Favorite at
American
Legion

One Service
Traditional
10:45

8 Traditional

Worship — 8:30

Fri

9

10

11

12

Sunday School
9:40

Church
Council
7:00 p.m.

Sing & Rejoice
10:45

13

7:30 God’s
Favorite at
American
Legion

Sat

7
7:30 God’s Favorite
at American Legion

14

7:30 God’s Favorite
at American Legion
(Dinner theatre--6:00)

2:00 God’s Favorite

15 Traditional

Worship — 8:30

16

17

18

19

20

21

23

24

25

26

27

28

Sunday School
9:40
Sing & Rejoice
10:45
2:00 God’s Favorite

22
Traditional
Worship — 8:30

Myers Family
Gathering—
Fellowship Hall
10:00—9:30

Sunday School
9:40
Sing & Rejoice
10:45

29

30

Traditional
Worship — 8:30
Sunday School
9:40
Sing & Rejoice
10:45
15

Church Office: 301-271-7877
Administrative Assistant: Dede Himes
Email: admin@saintjohnlutheran.org
Council President: John Brown

Web Site: www.saintjohnlutheran.org
St. John’s Preschool: 301-271-4109
Chairperson: Stacey Brown-Hobbs, 301-271-2390
Registrar: Marie Skillinger
Email: stjpreschl@aol.com

Thurmont Thespians
Beth Watson, 301-416-0864
Email: beth.watson@myactv.net

Fall Blessings!

St. John’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church
15 N. Church Street
Thurmont, MD 21788
“Loved by God … to love others!”
Ministers: The People of St. John’s
Sunday Worship Schedule
8:30 AM Traditional Worship
9:40 AM Sunday School, all ages
10:45 AM Sing & Rejoice Worship

Please submit articles for the
November 2015 Grapevine by

October 16.
16

